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And thou, New England, which are exalted in privileges of the Gospel above many other
people, know thou the time of they visitation, and consider the great things the Lord hath done
for thee. No people's account will be heavier than thine if thou do not walk worthy of the
means of thy salvation. The Lord looks for more from thee than from other people; more zeal
for God, more love to his truth, more justice and equality in thy ways. Thou should be a
special people, an only people. Take heed lest for neglect of [His word], God [will] remove
thy candlestick out of the midst of thee; lest being now as a city upon a hill, thou be left like a
beacon upon the top of a mountain desolate and forsaken. ...

[W]hen the great Monarch of heaven and earth enters into covenant with us, it is the great
things of our salvation. The covenant is a tree of life for those who feed upon it.

("New England and Her Covenant" by Peter Bulkeley, Massachusetts, 1646)
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We may indeed with propriety be said to have reached almost the last stage of national
humiliation. There is scarcely anything that can wound the pride or degrade the character of
an independent nation which we do not experience. Let us make a firm stand for our safety,
our tranquillity, our dignity, our reputation. Let us at last break the fatal charm which has too
long seduced us from the paths of felicity and prosperity. ...

In our case, the concurrence of thirteen distinct sovereign wills is requisite, under the
Confederation, to the complete execution of every important measure that proceeds from the
Union. It has happened as was to have been foreseen. The measures of the Union have not
been executed; the delinquencies of the States have, step by step, matured themselves to an
extreme, which has, at length, arrested all the wheels of the national government, and brought
them to an awful stand. Congress at this time scarcely possess the means of keeping up the
forms of administration, till the States can have time to agree upon a more substantial
substitute for the present shadow of a federal government. Things did not come to this
desperate extremity at once. Each State, yielding to the persuasive voice of immediate interest
or convenience, has successively withdrawn its support, till the frail and tottering edifice
seems ready to fall upon our heads, and to crush us beneath its ruins.

PUBLIUS (Alexander Hamilton, 1787)
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That the richer region should submit to the political tyranny of its impoverished moiety
because of that very poverty, that the intelligent, educated, and civilized portion of a our
country should consent to the sway of their ignorant, illiterate, and barbarian companions in
the commonwealth is indeed a marvel and a mystery.

The baleful influence shed by Slavery on our national history has not yet spent its malignant
forces. It has, indeed, reached a height which a few years ago it was thought the wildest
fanaticism to predict. The Ordinance of 1787 torn to shreds and scattered to the winds; the
line drawn in 1820, which the slave-holders plighted their faith Slavery should never
overstep, insolently as well as infamously obliterated; Slavery presiding in the Cabinet, seated
on the Supreme Bench, absolute in the halls of Congress; the battle not yet over in Kansas. ..
Mighty events are at hand, even at the door; and the mission of all will be to fix Slavery
firmly and forever on the throne of this nation.

("Where Will It End", Atlantic Monthly [Boston], 1857)
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